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1-1 This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or ^^^^ 
1—1 amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of „ 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT^ 
1 1. Basis of the report 



I Internat^^pppHcation No. 

PCT/JP2003/007626 



j 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
£><] the international application as originally filed 
| | the description: 



, as originally filed 



pages 
pages 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



| | the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



[J j the drawings: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages . 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fomished to this Authority in the language in which 

S the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated imder which is: 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language — . 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
' * ' preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
[ | contained in the international application in written form. 
| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
["I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure ,n the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence hstmg has 
been furnished. 

4. n The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages - 

| | the claims, Nos. 



| | the drawings, sheets/fig . 



I n This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments hac .not t been made, since they have been considered to go 
| 5. L_l beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 7U.Ac». 

and 70 1 7) 

U^replacementsheetcontainingsuchamerui™ 
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1 V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 




citations and explanations supporting such statement 






1 1. Statement 
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J Novelty (N) 


Claims 


4-8, 10, 13-18 


Claims 


1-3,9,11,12 
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1 Inventive step (IS) 
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1 Industrial applicability (IA) 
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2. Citations and explanations 



Document 1: JP, 62-59093, A (DAINIPPON SCREEN LTD.) 14 March 1987 

Document 2: JP, 2001-171066, A (K.K. NIPPON BAR CODE) 26 June 2001 
' )ocument 3: JP, 11-183918, A (SHARP CORPORATION), 09 July 1999 

| Claim Tne sub/ec t matter of claims 1, 11, and 12 does not appear to be novel based on documents 1 andj 

I 2 ^Docun^enU (page 2, lower right column, line 4 to page 3, upper left column, Une 2) suggests 
fornung a^ove expanding from the one side to the other of the printing surface of the raised portion 

° f ^Soc^ent 2 (paragraphs 0007-0009) discloses what is described in claim 1, and paragraph 
0002 and document 2 (Fig. 4) discloses what is described m claims 1 1 and 12. 

P^The subject matter of claim 2 does not appear to be novel or involve an inventive step on 
laccount of documents 1 and 2 cited in the ISR. 

Document 1 (Fig. 8 (b)) discloses that the cross-section of the groove is rough triangular. 



Form PCT/ IPEAM09 (Box V) (July 1998) 




. Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box VI) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PREL] 



iMiNwrv 



EXAMINATION REPORT 



Internatio] 



9rt 



HcationNo. 

7JP03/07626 



Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of Box V: 



Claim Thetu bject matter of claims 3 and 4 is not novel and does not involve an inventive step on 
account of documents 1 and 2 cited in the ISR. on ot ,j 
Document 1 (page 2, lower right column, line 4 to page 3, upper left column, line 2) and 
document 2 (paragraph 0009) disclose forming grooves that are parallel in one direction and equally 

SPaCe Groove width, depth, and inter-groove spacing are merely matters to be appropriately selected 
by a person skilled in the art through experimentation in light of factors such as shape of raised parts, 
amount of ink to be transferred, required print quality, etc. 

Thesubject matter of claims 5-10 is not novel and does not involve an inventive step on account 

lof documents 1, 2 and 3 cited in the ISR. 

Document 3 (paragraph 0031) appears to suggest a "raised part with an essentially quadrilateral 

lframe" as described in claims 5 and 6. . A -~a-a 

The orientation of the raised part and grooves are merely matters of design to be decided 
laccording to the preferences of a person skilled in the art. 

^The subject matter of claims 13-1 8 is not novel and does not involve an inventive step on 
laccount of documents 1,2 and 3 cited in the ISR. j^w, 
Document 3 (paragraphs 0001 and 0032) discloses printing a seal material for a flat display 

lusine a flexo printing press. 

Furthermore, groove width, depth, and inter-groove spacing are merely matters to be 
appropriately selected by a person skilled in the art through experimentation in light of factors such as 
EeTf rdsed parts, amount of ink to be transferred, required print quality etc., and the orientation of 
' S raised^St L grooves are merely matters of design to be decided according to the preferences of I 
la person skilled in the art. 
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